Institute for Applied Environmental Economics

[image: image1.jpg]




Support to a National Policy Dialogue on Development Targets and Financing for the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Sector in Armenia.

Minutes of the second expanded session of the steering committee

Yerevan, Armenia

2 July, 2007
Participants

Ministries and Agencies: 

G. Khachatryan
First Deputy Chairman, State Committee of Water System of the RA Ministry of Territorial Administration (SC Chairman)

A. Martusevich
Environment Directorate, Environment & Globalisation Division, OECD


EAP Task Force Secretariat

V. Narimanyan
Deputy Head of Water Resources Management Agency of 


RA Ministry of Nature Protection

A. Minasyan
Head of Social Assistance Department, RA Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 

H. Esayan
Head of Water Economy Programs Division, Ministry of Finance and Economy

H. Avagyan
Senior Specialist of Tariff Policy Department, Public Services Regulatory Commission (in place of SC member Mr. A. Arshakyan)

Y. Poghosyan
RA State Statistics Board Member
N. Bakunts
Head of Division of the State Hygienic and Epidemiology Inspection of 
the RA Ministry of Health

L. Karapetyan
Adviser to the Chairman of SCWS (SC Secretary)

A. Malkhasyan
PR Director, Armenian Water and Sewerage CJSC

M. Galustyan
Lawyer, Armenian Water and Sewerage CJSC

E. Anakhasyan
Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment NGO 

A. Hovsepyan
Board Member, Country Water Partnership NGO, GWP Armenia

J. Jantzen
Director, Institute for Applied Environmental Economics (TME)

International Organizations

P. Lindgaard-Jørgensen Technical Secretariat, EU Water Initiative EECCA
M. Vardanyan
Environment and Natural Resources Specialist, USAID Armenia

A. Martirosyan
Programme Analyst for Environmental Portfolio, UNDP Armenia 

H. Ghazaryan
Office Coordinator of REC Caucasus Armenian Branch 

Invitees

M. Mkrtumyan
Head of Financial-Economic, Calculation and Realization Department, SCWS 

A. Grigoryan
Executive Director of Public Advocate Union

S. Vardanyan
Deputy Head of Water Resources Management Agency of 


RA Ministry of Nature Protection

A. Kharazyan
Expert/TME

Decisions

1. Take into consideration the consultant’s report on “National Policy Dialogue on Finance Strategy for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation in Armenia: Developing Policy Package”.
1.1. Considering the fact that some of the similar parameters of Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and Minimal Water Supply Standards (MWSS) do not agree with each other, accept consultant’s proposal on implications of a combined MDG’s and MWSS approach;
1.2. Recommend the Steering Committee to propose SCWS an option for implication of a combined MDG’s and MWSS approach for its further approval in accordance with established procedure;
1.3. Recommend Mr. Jantzen (consultant) to develop models for various groups of rural settlements including those communities which are served by water supply companies as well as those communities which are out of water companies’ service areas, taking into consideration the following issues: 



wastewater disposal (sanitation) and treatment,



availability of water;
1.4. Recommend Mr. Jantzen to develop institutional and structural proposals for those rural settlements which are not included in the service areas of water supply companies.
2. Take into consideration the report of Mr. Narimanyan on “Forthcoming activities of the SC related to Integrated Water Resources Management” and envisage (in case of need) organization of an expanded session of the Steering Committee on Integrated Water Resource Management.

3. Take into consideration the report of Mr. Lindgaard-Jørgensen on “Information about the Helsinki meeting”.

4. Take into consideration the report of Mr. Mkrtumyan on “Internal water supply network in multi apartment buildings”.
4.1. Take into consideration that NGOs has showed interest in the discussed issue as well as the fact that there is a respective governmental order with regard to the mentioned issue;

4.2. Endorse possible option for maintenance of multi apartment buildings’ internal water-supply systems (located outside of apartments) by water supply companies;

4.3. Recommend the Steering Committee to make a proposal to SCWS on possibility of introduction of the proposed approach.

5. Other issues

5.1. Recommend Mr. Jantzen to introduce SCWE proposal on realization of the financial strategy.

5.2. Envisage twenty-day period for submission of additional proposals and comments with regard to the discussed issues. 

5.3. Recommend Mr. Jantzen to summarize all comments and recommendations received and provide the Steering Committee with a relevant summary report until August 27, 2007.

5.4. To schedule the next meeting of the Steering Committee for September 2007. Recognize that the results of the mentioned meeting of the Steering Committee should be reported at the ministerial conference in Belgrade.

5.5. Take into account that all documents regarding the Steering Committee meetings are posted on the following web site: http://www.tme.nu/english/Arm_Steering_Committee.htm
Gagik Khachatryan

Chairman of the Steering Committee

First Deputy Chairman of State Committee 

of Water System of the RA 

Ministry of Territorial Administration
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